
Minutes of Open Meeting of Forest and Natural Resource Sciences Graduate Program Committee 
19 September 2016 – Forestry Conference Room 

 
Meeting called to order at 11:00 am. 
 
In attendance: Chris Barton, John Lhotka, Doug Potter, Steve Price, Ben Rasp, Matthew Springer, Dave 

Wagner, Jian Yang. 
 

1. Maximum number of TA budget lines (probably 6.5 – 7.5 for 2017-18) 
Wagner announced that he learned late last week that the maximum number of 2016-17 TA 
budget lines permitted for each graduate program (for which the Graduate School will pay tuition 
and health insurance premiums) is the number of TA lines it had in 2015-16.  The Forest and 
Natural Resource Sciences Graduate Program had 7.5 TA lines in 2015-16, and we expect to have 
6.5 – 7.5 TA lines for 2016-17 (the exact number depends on several unknowns, such as potential 
admission applications for spring 2017).  The maximum number of TA lines for 2017-18 has not yet 
been established, due to budget uncertainties.  However, if the pattern continues we would be 
permitted a maximum of 6.5 – 7.5 TA lines for 2017-18.  After brief discussion, there was a 
consensus agreement that we should try to manage our assistantship hires going forward to 
maintain as high as possible a maximum number of TA lines from year to year, while 
simultaneously balancing that objective with appropriate use of Graduate School Dean’s Tuition 
Scholarships to pay the tuition of RAs (for RAs whose funding source forbids tuition payments).  
The overall goal should be to achieve the greatest possible academic and financial benefits for the 
Department’s students and for the Department as a whole. 

2. Open lines of communication? 
Wagner asked if encouraging graduate student representatives to attend faculty meetings (a 
newly-reinstated policy) was working to inform the Department’s graduate students about the 
Department’s goings-on.  The discussion generally indicated that yes, the new policy plus the 
meetings that Drs. Baker and L. Lhotka have begun having with the Forestry Graduate Student 
Association are working.  Going forward, the graduate students will speak up if they notice a lack 
of communication. 

3. Proposed graduate certificate in Appalachian Studies – the following text is from Dr. Barton (also, see 
the other two files attached to the email message that transmitted these minutes to you): 

We are working on developing a graduate certificate in Appalachian Studies and are seeking 
support from Departments that may have students interested in this topic.  Forestry is certainly 
one that has a strong connection.  Not only do many of our students perform research in 
Appalachia, but many of our graduate level courses would count as credit toward the certificate 
(many FOR 770s would fit, maybe even FOR 602 as there seems to be some overlap of global 
natural resource issues to those specific to Appalachia).  I feel that the  Stream and Watershed 
Science Graduate Certificate has been beneficial to several of my students and think that this 
program could also be an avenue for our students to gain additional expertise and another line on 
their resumes that may be attractive in employment pursuits (especially in the non-profit world). 

J. Lhotka moved that the Committee recommend to the faculty as a whole that the Department of 
Forestry support the graduate certificate proposal, with Dr. Baker to write a letter as Department 
Chair.  This was seconded by S. Price and approved by consensus after some discussion.  (Note 
added afterwards:  The Department faculty as a whole approved this recommendation, and Dr. 
Baker will write a letter.) 

4. Forestry Graduate Student Award for Excellence in Research, Academic Performance, and Service 
a. What about students pursuing non-research degrees? 
b. Award selection committees have requested the Forestry Graduate Student Association to 

consider some refinements regarding the selection standards/criteria. 
Wagner asked if it would be appropriate to refer these issues to the Forestry Graduate Student 
Association (GSA).   After some discussion, the consensus was that B. Rasp would ask the GSA 
president, R. Landham, if the GSA would revise the award program (including possibly its name) to 
ensure that all Department of Forestry graduate students would be eligible to apply for the award 
and to clarify the selection criteria.  If the GSA agrees to do this, Wagner would meet with the GSA 
and/or some or all of its officers to discuss the details of the issues to be addressed (e.g., the 

https://www.uky.edu/bae/stream-watershed-science-certificate
https://www.uky.edu/bae/stream-watershed-science-certificate


concerns of the selection committees of previous years).  (Note added afterwards:  R. Landham 
agreed to address this with the GSA.  Wagner and Landham met 7 October 2016 to discuss this.) 

5. Courses 
a. Should a section of FOR 770 be created to give course credit for weekly Departmental 

seminar attendance/participation? 
After discussion, there was a consensus to send the following recommendation to the 
Department faculty as a whole: 

 The answer to the question is, “yes.”   

 A FOR 770 section should be added for fall 2017, as a trial run. 

 FOR 601 students (who are already required to attend the fall weekly seminar series) 
would not be eligible to enroll. 

 Matthew Springer volunteered to be the instructor of record for fall 2017. 

 Students would be required to engage/participate to earn the course’s 1 credit. For 
example, a weekly 50-minute meeting (apart from the seminar itself) could be required 
for discussion of each seminar. 

 After fall 2017, the Program would decide whether to continue this FOR 770 section, 
with, perhaps, the instructor of record rotating among the faculty. 

 If the faculty as a whole approves, the FOR 770 schedule would be as follows for the 
next several semesters: 

• Fall 2016 
– Where in the World is Aldo (Leopold)? (Cox) 
– Spatial Analysis for Natural Resources using GIS and R (Yang) 
– University Forestry Teaching (Wagner) 

• Spring 2017 
– Neotropical Migrant Songbird Ecology, Management, and Conservation (Cox) 
– The Pristine Myth:  Anthropogenic Influences on New World Ecosystems (Paratley) 
– University Forestry Teaching (Wagner) 

• Fall 2017 
– Urban and Community Forestry (Arthur) 
– Ecology, Conservation, and Management of Wild Canids (Cox) 
– Weekly Departmental Seminar (Springer) 
– University Forestry Teaching (Wagner)  

• Spring 2018 
– Forest Disturbance, Resilience, and Health in Appalachia’s Mountains (Yang) 
– Reptile and Amphibian Conservation and Management (Price) 
– University Forestry Teaching (Wagner)  

(Note added afterwards:  The Department faculty as a whole approved this recommendation, and 
the additional FOR 770 section will be scheduled for fall 2017.) 

 
b. Should FOR 602 continue, or should it become a set of modular courses (e.g., additional FOR 

770 sections)? 
After discussion, there was a consensus that FOR 602 should continue “as is.”   

 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:25 pm. 
 
 
 
Minutes prepared by David B. Wagner, DGS. 


