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What should I do while I wait for results?
•  The CDC advises that you not consume any 

deer that is positive for CWD
•  Since there is potential the deer could be 

positive if it was harvested within the CWD 
monitoring zone you should wait until your 
deer’s status is known before consuming any 
meat from it

•  Please refer to the safe deer processing 
sheet for guidelines on ways to safely pro-
cess your harvest

•  Results will be found at: https://app.fw.ky.
govcwdlookup/

What to do if I receive a positive test result?
•  The CDC does not recommend any meat 

from CWD positive animals to be consumed 
by humans at this time

•  Do not donate the meat to the food bank
•  Do not bury it or discard it in the environ-

ment
•  Place in trash bags and dispose of the bags 

so that it can be buried at the landfill

When to test
•    If you harvested the deer within the CWD surveillance  

 zone (CWD SZ), Calloway, Fulton, Graves, Hickman and  
 Marshall counties, it is advised you get your deer tested 

       o  Mandatory during early and late muzzle loader and       
           firearm seasons
•   Testing in counties surrounding the CWD SZ is also a 

good idea and will aid in disease detection by KDFWR 

How to get it tested?
•    Arrive at a mandatory check station during the   

 muzzleloader and firearm seasons and a biolo- 
 gist will collect the sample
o Outside of that time or outside of the CWD SZ, drop 

off the head at a KDFWR testing location found 
throughout the state

o Check station locations in CWD SZ shown in Figure 1
o Testing locations inside or outside of CWD SZ can be 

found at in Figure 2 or at https://fw.ky.gov/Wildlife/
Pages/Chronic-Wasting-Disease.aspx

•  It is free to get your deer tested and the results are ob-    
 tained within about 10 weeks

•  Follow all procedures to successfully have your deer  
 tested found here: 

With Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) being detected within eight miles of Kentucky’s border in the fall of 
2021, there is a need to understand why you should have your harvested deer tested for the disease. This 
publication will cover the reasons it may be recommended or required by law to have your deer tested if 
harvested within the CWD Surveillance Zone (CWD SZ) in western Kentucky. The following is information that 
should help clarify why and where you can have your harvested deer tested within and outside of the CWD 
SZ in Kentucky.

Figure 1. Locations for getting your deer tested within the CWD Surveillance Zone in Kentucky
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Figure 2. Locations for getting your deer tested within Kentucky.

https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/publication/cwd

https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/publication/deer-tested-cwd

https://forestry.ca.uky.edu/publication/cwd-deer-processing-guide
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