
How to get it tested?
•	 Arrive at a mandatory check station during the 

weekend of the firearm seasons and a biologist 
will collect the sample (Table 1)

•	 Outside of that time or outside of the CWD SZ, 
drop off the head at a KDFWR testing location 
found throughout the state

•	 Testing locations inside or outside of CWD SZ 
can be found at Figure 1 or at https://fw.ky.gov/
Wildlife/Pages/Chronic-Wasting-Disease.aspx

•	 It is free to get your deer tested and the results 
are obtained within about 10 weeks

Should I get my Harvested Deer 
Tested for CWD?

When to test
•	 If you harvested the deer within the CWD 

surveillance zone (CWD SZ), Ballard, Breckenridge, 
Calloway, Carlisle, Fulton, Hardin, Hickman, Graves, 
Marshall, McCracken, and Meade counties, it is 
advised you get your deer tested

•	 Mandatory during weekends of firearm seasons 
(Nov. 9-11, 16-17, and 23-24) for the western 
Kentucky SZ (Ballard, Calloway, Carlisle, Fulton, 
Hickman, Marshall, and McCracken)

•	 Testing in counties surrounding the CWD SZ is also 
a good idea and will aid in disease detection by 
KDFWR

What should I do while I wait for results?
•	 The CDC advises that you not consume any deer 

that is positive for CWD
•	 Since there is potential the deer could be positive if 

it was harvested within the CWD monitoring zone 
you should wait until your deer’s status is known 
before consuming any meat from it

•	 Please refer to the safe deer processing sheet for 
guidelines on ways to safely process your harvest

•	 Results will be found at: https://app.fw.ky.gov/
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Figure 1. Drop off sites in CWD zone in Kentucky

Table 1. CWD Check Station Locations
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Follow all procedures to successfully have your deer 
tested found here:
•	 A new mail-in kit program was launched in 2024 

to help make getting your deer tested a bit more 
convenient. Hunters will need to pick up a kit 
prior to harvest from one of the pickup locations 
found in the table. Instructions on how to use 
the kit are included. There are a limited supply 
this year as the agency tests out the program. 
It is important to note that the kits DO NOT 
meet the mandatory check requirements for the 
western Kentucky CWD zone. More information 
about the kits can be found at: https://fw.ky.gov/
Wildlife/Pages/mail-in-kit.aspx



Springer, M.T. 2024. Should I Get My Harvested Deer Tested for CWD? FORFS24-08. Cooperative Extension Service, University of Kentucky, Department of Forestry and Natural 
Resources. 3p.

What to do if I receive a positive test result?
•	 The CDC does not recommend any meat from CWD positive animals to be consumed by humans at this 

time
•	 Do not donate the meat to the food bank
•	 Do not bury it or discard it in the environment
•	 Place in trash bags and dispose of the bags so that it can be buried at the landfill




